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Kyle Brownputsnewbeaco#on&eslnemptyh!vesontheroofofa barn onthe KIeInfamlnSaginawCounty
BY MAUREEN FEIGEAN | The Detroit News
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To view a video about
the importance of bee
pollination to our food
supply and a photo
gallery, goto
detnews.com/metro,

deti@E@com

TCHARLFS

Terry Klein walks by the rows of emp-

ty honeybee hives stacked on his tree-filled farm in Sagl-
naw County and hopes for better days.

W’mter wasn’t kind to the honeybees. Klein went

i into the fall with 1,000 hives. But a warm December

and January made his bees more active and forced
them to use up their stored honey more quickly than
usual. That left the bees unable to withstand the re-

! sumption of cold winter weather. Most of them died,
" leaving him less than 200 hives.

- “Atone time, all these boxes were full,” says Klein,

K gesturing to the rows of 1-by-2-foot wooden hives cov-

ered in red peeling paint as workers assembled new
hives several feet away. “Now they’re empty”
Beekeepers — as well as farmers, commercial frait
growers and produce consumers — across Michigan
arefacing an uncertain future as the new growing sea-
son begins, because of a triple dose of misfortune: un-
usual weather, parasitic mites and a mystery condi-

Please see Bées, Page 74
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o S Feb. 2007 . 1 Affected states in thousands, 2004
colonies vy N California 390
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V MR oA vﬂ ) Florida 205
: 3 I e S0 Montana 140
Bee colonies ] Minnesota 135
“have been <Y po .Texas =~ 116
dying rapidly N ~ ldaho 100
‘and in _mq@m g Wisconsin =~ 68
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Bee colonies, in millions
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